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A Critique of ‘Kitschified’ Field Trips from the Perspective
of Elementary Geography Education:
Focusing on Merleau—Ponty’s Philosophy of the Body
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Abstract : This study critically examines the ‘kitschification of place” in current elementary geography fieldwork
and seeks phenomenological alternatives to restore geographical reality through Maurice Merleau-Ponty’s philosophy
of the body. Today’s fieldwork, characterized by the contemplative gaze of sightseeing through bus windows and
worksheet-centered activities focused on fragmented information, reduces students to disembodied consciousnesses
and causes perceptual kitschification. To overcome these limitations, this study reinterprets space as a field of
existential communion by applying Merleau-Ponty’s concepts of the ‘body-subject,” ‘lived space,” and the ‘flesh
of the world” (la chair du monde). Consequently, this paper argues that authentic fieldwork must transcend mere
visual observation. It should instead be reconceptualized as an active process of ‘anchoring’ (ancrage), where the
student’s body directly intertwines with the unfamiliar history of the place and the lives of anonymous others.
Key Words : Elementary geography education, Fieldwork, Merleau-Ponty, Perceptual kitschification, Body-subject
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