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A Study on the Characteristics and Spatial Distribution of Funeral
Songs in Gyeonggi—do: Focusing on Unsang—Sori*
A-In Kim** - Dong—Ho Jang™**
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Abstract : This study analyzes the spatial distribution characteristics of Funeral songs transmitted in the Gyeonggi-do
region and, through this, analyzes the cultural-geographic characteristics of Funeral songs. Specifically, the spatial
distribution characteristics of the representative ‘Unsang-sori’ types, including ‘One-phrase spoken word type’,
‘Two-phrase overlapping type’, and ‘Non-overlapping Eoyina-gal-kka type’, were analyzed using GIS-based kernel
density analysis. Research results show that by type, the ‘one-phrase spoken language type’ was concentrated in
the northern inland and southwestern plains, the ‘two-phrase or more spoken language type’ in the northern border
regions and southern gentle slopes and foothills, and the ‘non-phrase spoken language type’ in the southeastern
and Chungcheong border regions. These type-specific differences are believed to be closely related to a complex
interplay of factors such as terrain, livelihood, burial culture, and networks of exchange with neighboring cultural
regions. This study shows that the distribution and spread of local folk songs are formed not just by differences
in musical style, but within the context of the local environment and cultural background. This study is expected
to expand the possibilities for interdisciplinary research between cultural geography, folklore, and musicology,
and to provide basic data for establishing strategies for the preservation and transmission of local folk songs.
Key Words : Gyeonggi-do, Fork song, Funeral song, Unsang-sori, Cultural geography
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