DOI: https://doi.org/10.25202/JAKG.14.4.4 St=2X|2|St3|X| 14T 45 2025(467~481)

23099 D40 PoE A0
34 34AE =29 e 2§ EF B
Fogzwr . ZJuaEEE

Developing and Evaluating a River—Based Environmental
Geography Program to Foster Ecological Citizenship
in Elementary Students™
Yongjun Choi** - Minsung Kim™**
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Abstract : The purpose of this study was to develop an environmental geography program centered on local rivers
and to analyze its impact on fostering ecological citizenship in elementary school students. A seven-session program
was designed and implemented for third- to fifth-grade elementary school environmental geography club members,
reflecting the four dimensions of ecological citizenship (virtue, knowledge, skills, and attitudes). The program
consisted of the stages of interest, exploration, investigation, and action, and included local news analysis, field
trips, community mapping, community engagement, and proposal activities. Data collected from teacher observation
logs, student reflection logs, and in-depth interviews were qualitatively analyzed. Key findings are as follows. First,
in the virtue dimension, participating students fostered a character that values public values and fosters coexistence
with river ecosystems based on justice, consideration, and empathy. Second, in the knowledge dimension, they
enhanced their ecological knowledge, understanding the complexity and interconnectedness of river environments.
However, differences in political knowledge acquisition were observed across students' developmental levels. Third,
in the skill dimension, they demonstrated critical thinking, reflection, and communication skills through the process
of solving environmental problems related to local rivers. Fourth, in the area of attitude, participants recognized
environmental issues arising in rivers as community issues and demonstrated a willingness to voluntarily participate
as ecological citizens. This study is significant in that it presents a concrete, feasible model for a river-based
environmental geography program aimed at fostering ecological citizenship in elementary school students.

Key Words : Ecological citizenship, Rivers, Environmental geography, Elementary school students
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