DOI: https://doi.org/10.25202/JAKG.14.4.5 StEX|2|S3|X| 143 45 2025(483~499)

=3} ) ste) A27 e
29 d EXBL FA122(1990-2020)

ZjR - g o

Spatio—temporal Patterns of Urbanization Stages:
Focusing on City—Regions in South Korea (1990—2020)
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Abstract : The primary aim of this study is to examine the urbanization stages of individual South Korean
cities by introducing a new core-ring spatial framework and applying it to empirical analysis. An analysis of
71 city-regions at ten-year intervals from 1990 to 2020 reveals a shift from simultaneous growth in cores and
rings to a post-2010 trend of core decline with continued ring growth. Within this trend, the Seoul Metropolitan
Area tends to maintain core growth, while non-metropolitan regions increasingly show concurrent decline in
both cores and rings. An analysis of the temporal trajectories of individual city-regions indicates that, while some
follow the theoretical sequence of stages, many show nonlinear paths—such as stage lock in, reversal, or skipping
stages—revealing limits in applying existing models. Nationwide, and especially in the Seoul Metropolitan Area,
certain ring areas adjacent to established cores showed particularly strong growth that in some cases outpaced
the cores; however, this expansion was driven more by residential development than by economic activity. In
some population-declining cities, signs of core recovery appeared, suggesting a potential trend toward reurbanization
or compact shrinkage. This study demonstrates the heterogeneity and dynamcs of South Korea’s urbanization
process and provides new perspectives on theories of urbanization-stage transitions.
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