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Effects of an Empathy Education Program
Reflecting More—than—human Geographies
on High School Students’ Empathy™*
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Abstract : The purpose of this study is to develop an empathy education program that reflects a more-than-human
geographical perspective and to analyze its effects on students’ empathy. The program centers around the Chernobyl
nuclear disaster as an empathetic context and utilizes Svetlana Alexievich’s Voices from Chernobyl as a key instructional
material. The program was designed to foster empathy toward various human and nonhuman subjects affected
by the event. The findings are as follows. First, the empathy education program incorporating a more-than-human
geographical perspective effectively enhanced students’ empathy. All sub-components of empathy, including perspective-
taking, imaginative engagement, empathic awakening, and empathic concern, showed significant improvement.
Second, the program meaningfully contributed to expanding the scope of empathic targets. Participants developed
the ability to understand and empathize with not only humans but also natural elements and non-human entities.
This study is significant in that it explores the potential for empathy education by integrating more-than-human
geographies, and offers a practical approach to implementing empathy education within the context of geography
education.

Key Words : More-than-human geographies, Nonhuman, Empathy, Chernobyl nuclear disaster, Voices from Chernobyl
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