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Revisiting Geographic Literacy as the Foundation of Foreign Policy:
Cognitive Misperceptions of the Indo—Pacific Region
Eje Kim* + Changhwan Kim**
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Abstract : This study examines cognitive misperceptions of the Indo-Pacific region amid intensifying U.S.—China
competition and reconsiders geographic literacy as a foundational capacity for foreign policy. The Trump administration’s
Indo-Pacific strategy reflects a revival of geopolitical thinking, prioritizing spatial control, strategic connectivity,
and maritime routes over liberal norms and multilateral frameworks. This shift underscores the growing importance
of spatial awareness in both policy-making and public understanding. To assess cognitive gaps related to South
Korea's New Southern Policy and the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF), a survey of 350 university students
was conducted. The findings reveal significant confusion regarding policy target countries, ASEAN membership, IPEF
participation, and the meaning of the Indo-Pacific concept. Notably, students from teachers' colleges showed consistently
lower accuracy than geography majors. These misperceptions are associated with the marginalization of geography
education, Western-centric curricula, and limited map-based learning. This study argues that strengthening geographic
literacy is essential for improving foreign policy effectiveness and calls for systematic training for diplomats and
public officials, along with enhanced geography education in both formal and lifelong learning contexts.

Key Words : Geographic literacy, Indo-Pacific, Geopolitics, New Southern Policy, Foreign policy
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