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Comparing the uses of Korean and Chinese Place Names for
Baekdu Mountain, Tuman River, and Amnok River in the
Literature of North Korea-China Border Region*
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Abstract : The purpose of this study is to compare and analyze whether the Korean or Chinese place names
of Baekdu Mountain, Tuman River, and Amnok River are more common in article titles and abstracts published
in international journals to understand the views of the international academic community on the major
landscapes of the North Korea-China border region. Based on Scopus, an international bibliographic information
database, we analyzed papers related to natural landscapes in English. We found 1212, 59, and 46 articles on
Baekdu Mountain, Tuman River, and Amnok River, respectively. The trends in the use of place names are
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summarized as follows. First, the frequency of use of Chinese names was overwhelmingly higher than that of
Korean names. Only 64 of the Baekdu Mountain texts used Korean names. Only four papers in the Tuman
River used Korean names, and all of the Amnok River literature used only Chinese names. Second, these
landscapes were rarely studied until the 1980s, with a gradual increase in recent years. Taken together, this
suggests that the growing interest in key landscapes along the North Korea-China border is driven more by
China than by Korea. This suggests that Chinese perspectives may be more influential in the international
academic community than Korean perspectives in the study of the North Korea-China border region, where
a balanced use of place names is important. Future research on the North Korea-China border should be
conducted not only domestically but also internationally, and at the very least, Korean journals should be listed
in international bibliographic databases to increase the exposure of Korean place names.

Key Words : Gazetteer, Landscape, Border region, North Korea, China
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